Peace Lutheran Church ~ 4th Sunday of Lent ~ March 22, 2020
LBW-Lutheran Book of Worship / HWC- Hymnal for Worship & Celebration

GATHERING
Greeting & Announcements
Invocation & Confession and Forgiveness........................LBW p. 56
Gathering Hymn “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” LBW 301
Prayer of the Day
Bring your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the
darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

WORD

1st Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 (ESV)
David Anointed King
16 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him from being king over Israel?
Fill your horn with oil, and go. I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his
sons.” 2 And Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 And invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do.
And you shall anoint for me him whom I declare to you.” 4 Samuel did what the Lord commanded and came to
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 And he said,
“Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he
consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord's anointed is before him.” 7 But the Lord said to
Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the Lord sees not
as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and
made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass
by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And
Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen these.” 11 Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he
said, “There remains yet the youngest,[a] but behold, he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get
him, for we will not sit down till he comes here.” 12 And he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had
beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the Lord said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of
oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David from that day forward.
And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah.
Psalm 23 (KJV)
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still
waters. 3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 4 Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth
over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for
ever.
2nd Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14 English Standard Version (ESV)
8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is
found in all that is good and right and true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in
secret. 13 But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14 for anything that becomes visible is light.
Therefore it says,
“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”
Gospel: John 9:1-41 (ESV)
Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind
As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of
God might be displayed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no
one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 Having said these things, he spit on the
ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man's eyes with the mud 7 and said to him, “Go, wash in the
pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.

8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and
beg?” 9 Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 So they said to
him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and
said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?”
He said, “I do not know.”
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made
the mud and opened his eyes. 15 So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them,
“He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he
does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division
among them. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He
said, “He is a prophet.”
18 The Jews[a] did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man
who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 21 But how he now sees we do
not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 (His parents said
these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus[b] to be
Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this
man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind,
now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have
told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his
disciples?” 28 And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God
has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Why, this is an
amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen
to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 32 Never since the world began has
it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”
34 They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out.
35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”[c] 36 He
answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is
speaking to you.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this
world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him
heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no
guilt;[d] but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.
Hymn of the Day “Oh, Blest the House” LBW 512, vs. 1, 2 & 4
Sermon

“Touched by Jesus’ Love”

Text: John 9:1-41

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light
of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He
will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

SENDING
Offering Information
Prayers of the Church
The Lord’s Prayer
Benediction
Sending Hymn “Be Thou My Vision” HWC #382 vs. 1 & 4

